Welcome

All the staff of Holy Family Primary and Nursery School would like to take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome back to all our pupils after the summer holidays.  A special welcome to all our new pupils in Primary One and the Nursery.  We hope that all our pupils have an enjoyable and enriching year.

School Times

Class commences for all pupils at 9.00a.m.  It is of the utmost importance that pupils attend for school punctually.  The habit of punctual attendance will benefit pupils throughout their lives and it is easier to instil this habit when the child is just commencing school.  All parents are encouraged to ensure that their children are in school for 8.50am.  The school day ends at the following times:

Nursery

1.30pm

P1 - P3
   
2.30pm

P4 - P7  

3.00pm

Parents/Guardians collecting P4 – P7 pupils are asked to wait at the school gate to avoid congestion around the main entrance to the school.

All Nursery - P3 pupils should be collected by a responsible adult. 

Child Protection

In the era we live in, increasing emphasis has been placed on ensuring that all children are safe and protected from any type of harm.  The school has a number of policies in place to ensure this happens.  Two policies that are particularly relevant to this are, our Child Protection Policy and our Pastoral Care Policy.  Copies of these are available from our school office and the school website.  If you have any concerns regarding this matter or these policies please contact either Mrs Donaghy (Room 1), Designated Child Protection Teacher or Mr Matthewson, Assistant Child Protection Teacher.

Parent/Teacher Meetings

Communication between teacher and parent is a key tool to ensure that the needs of pupils are consistently met.  In order to facilitate this communication the following times have been set aside for parent/teacher meetings.  All parents are strongly encouraged to attend these meetings.

P7

Monday 21stSeptember 

7.00pm – 9.30pm 
Tuesday 29th September 
 
3.15pm – 5.30pm

Wednesday 30th September 

3.15pm – 5.30pm
N - P6

Monday 5th October 
 
3.15pm - 5.30pm

Monday 12th October 

7.00pm – 9.30pm

Wednesday 14th October

3.15pm – 5.30pm 

Upcoming Visitor

The ever popular school performer, Tom Sweeney, will be visiting the school on Monday 26th October to provide two performances for all pupils at the school. Tom provides an exciting range of song and fun and all pupils are guaranteed an enjoyable day.

Holidays

In order to help parents plan for vacations a list of the pupils’ holidays for the entire academic year are listed below.

1st Term - 1st September – 21st December 2009

Pupils’ Holidays

28th, 29th & 30th October – Hallowe’en Break

22nd December to 6thJanuary (inclusive) - Christmas holidays

2nd Term - 7th January – 9th April 2010

Pupils’ Holidays

15th, 16th and 17th February – Mid Term Break

17th, 18th & 19th March – St Patrick’s Day

31st March – 9th April (inclusive) – Easter Holidays

3rd Term - 12th April - 30th June 2010

Pupils’ Holidays

3rd & 31st May – School Closures

11th June – School Closure 

Extended Schools 

Certain schools throughout N Ireland have received additional funding from the government in order to improve the provision for children in their communities.  As part of our extended schools work we have commenced a number of projects. These projects include: 

- Saturday Drama Club

- Reading Centre Club

- Counselling


- Music Club

- Homework Club


- P2 Fun Club

- P3 Fun Club
 

Other programmes will be developed as the year progresses. Parents will be kept fully informed of all events.

Musical Pathways

As part of the Western Education and Library Board’s “Achieving Derry” initiative, our nursery and primary one classes will take part in the musical pathways programme this year. This will provide all pupils with an early introduction to music and how it can be used to assist learning across the curriculum. We would like to thank, Ronan Doherty (WELB) for his help in getting the programme established in Holy Family.

Extra Curricular School Clubs

A number of extra curricular clubs will be operating throughout the school year.  The following clubs are operating this term:

Breakfast Club

Mon – Fri

8.30 – 8.50
Miss Boyle

Accelerated Reading Club
Mon – Fri

8.45 – 9.00
Ms Robinson
Homework Club                
Mon –Thurs   
3.15 – 4.15    
Classroom Assistants

Netball Club

Monday       
3.00 – 4.00 
Miss Gallagher/Miss Boyle

Art Club


Wednesday
3.00 – 4.00 
Nursery teachers

Spanish Club

Wednesday
3.00 – 4.00
Miss Morrison

Soccer Team

Wednesday
3.00 – 4.00
Mr Doherty

Soccer Club

Friday

3.00 – 4.00
Mr Doherty

Choir 


Tuesday
  
3.00 – 4.00
Mrs Doherty/Miss Morrison

Choir


Wednesday
3.00 – 4.00
Mrs Doherty   

P2 Fun Club

Thurs - Fri
2.30 – 3.30
Miss Harkin/ Miss Brown

P3 Fun Club

Mon – Wed
2.30 – 3.30
Miss Harkin/ Miss Brown

Reading Centre                
Friday
     
3.00 – 4.30   
Teaching Staff

Drama Club

Saturday

10.00 – 11.00
Miss Doherty

Parental Audit

As a self evaluating school we regularly consult with various groups about the services that we provide.  Currently, we are asking a sample of parents to complete an audit to find out parents’ views on the quality of the annual pupil report. The information gained will inform the future nature of our annual pupil reports.

Attendance

Regular pupil attendance at school is a sure way of improving pupil performance and attainment.  Accordingly, all parents are encouraged to ensure that their children attend school on a daily basis. In the event of illness, parents must phone the school to inform the school of the absence. 

Parents’ co-operation with this matter is greatly appreciated.

The House System

Our popular house system continues this year.  This system promotes team work, personal responsibility, positive behaviour and co-operation.  Each week all pupils will be informed about their house performance.  The key stage one and key stage two houses with the greatest number of points at the end of each semester will receive a special reward.

In order to gain extra points for their respective houses children, with parental help, are encouraged to answer the following questions: -

1. Which team does former Derry City player, Niall Mc Ginn play for?

2. Name the people who run the school netball club?

3. Who will be visiting the school on Monday 26th October?

All answers, with pupils name and class, should be left in the main office.

The performances in the first few weeks of term have resulted in the scores identified below:

FS/KS1

Batman

4


Mickey Mouse 
3

Scooby Doo 
2


Spiderman 
1

KS2

AC Milan
 
1.5


Barcelona 
1.5

Derry City 
3.5


Man Utd 

3.5
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A Drop of Halloween Fun

Congratulations to all the pupils who took part in our annual Hallowe’en Fancy dress competition. The standard of entrants was excellent and it was a very difficult task for the judges, Mrs Mc Daid and Mrs Devlin. The winners in each year group were as follows:

P1  Chelsea Davis, Jack Fisher, Daimhin Pritchard, Cathair Patton, Rose Stokes, Jessica Meehan

P2  Leia Devine, Orla Wilson, Naoise Henry, Ryan Campbell, Alisha Curran, Kevin Gamble

P3  Leigha Mason, Sophie Wilson, Rian Bradley, Jack McCartney, Ella Quigley, Orlaith Clancy

P4  Lauren Smith, Jack O’Hagan, Morch Mongan, Faustina Houston, Macy Martin, Eoghan Devine

P5  Dylan Harkin, Sean Doherty, Joel Quigley, Jodie Wilson, Erin Lynch, Gabrielle White

P6  Kerri O’Kane, Ruairi O’Hagan, Niall Herron, Brooklyn McAleer, Molly Gallagher, Aaron Murphy

P7  Bronagh Morton, Chloe Ryan, Caitlin O’Hagan, Eoin Matthewson, Craig Stewart, Odhran Stewart

Halloween Safety

While Halloween is a great time for fun, dressing up and firework displays it is also a time when accidents are most likely to occur. Accordingly, we would encourage all parents/guardians to remind their children of the golden rules at Halloween:

· fireworks should only be used by adults 

· children should not be near fireworks displays unless accompanied by an adult

· children should always be in the company of a responsible adult if they are outside at night time.

We wish all our pupils and their families a relaxing and enjoyable Halloween.

School Website

Our school website is an excellent source of information about what is happening in school and what will be happening in the months to come. In addition, the website has a number of excellent links to educational sites and educational software. The site is well worth a visit and parents are encouraged to try to encourage their children to access some of the educational activities linked to the site. The website address is www.holyfamilyps.com  

Homework Club 

As all parents are aware we are operating a daily homework club for P4 - P7 pupils. The purpose of this club is to aid pupils with the completion of their homework and the completion of their reading homework.

The club is operating very effectively to date but it is important to remind parents of two key aspects of the provision:

1. All parents should check their children’s homework on a daily basis to ensure that the entire homework has been completed to the required standard.

2. All parents should ensure that their child attends the club on a daily basis as non – attendance reduces the number of pupils that the club can effectively support. 

Car Park Access

Parents are aware of the one - way traffic system that operates in the school grounds. The purpose of this system is to ensure the safe access and egress from the school for all school users. Recently however, there have been a number of near accidents in the school car park due to parents and other school users flaunting the regulations in place. Accordingly, it has been necessary to stop access to the car park at the following times:

8.45am – 9.15am

1.45pm – 3.15pm 
Visitors and Trips
Each month there are various visitors to the school and/or trips by the pupils to various locations, October proved no different in this regard. During the month of October the following occurred:

· Tom Sweeney performed for all pupils in the nursery and primary classes

· The P4 pupils visited the Ulster American Folk Park
· The P3 pupils visited St. Columb’s Park
· The Dental nurse visited the P1 classes
· Representatives from Children in Crossfire delivered a presentation to all KS2 classes
· The P5 pupils visited the Roe Valley Country Park
Accelerated Reading

One of the best initiatives introduced in the school in recent years has been the accelerated reading programme. This programme involves all pupils in every P3, P4, P5, P6 and P7 class. This programme provides a reward system for children who read a book and complete the associated quiz on our computer system. To date many, many pupils have both improved their reading and received prizes for their success. 

There are pupils in P6 and P7 who have read between 700,000 and 900,000 words this term alone as part of the programme. Accordingly we would ask all parents of pupils in P3 – P7 classes to ensure that your child always has a reading book that they are reading as part of the programme. No pupil in these classes should be without a library book which is available from the class teacher.

Any queries in relation to this programme should be directed to the class teacher or Mr. Mc Dermott (Room 17)

The X Factor

As parents are probably aware we are holding a lunch time X Factor competition for all P4 – P7 pupils. In this competition the pupils are invited to perform individually or as a group. The competition will take place on the playground stage on dry days and in the assembly hall on wet days.

We encourage all pupils to take part and the finals will be held in the school assembly hall during assembly time.

Parents will be informed of the outcome of the competition.

Entrance Test

The entrance test to the Catholic grammar schools in Northern Ireland will take place on Saturday 21st November 2009. These tests will be held in the grammar schools and they will cover assessments of English and Mathematics. We wish all our pupils who are taking the entrance test the best of luck.

Parent/Teacher Meetings

The first round of parent/teacher meetings this year took place in early October. These meetings are very important in order that parents and teachers can pass on relevant information in respect to how individual pupils are progressing. The staff of the school is appreciative of all the parents who ensured that they attended these important meetings and we look forward to your continued support during the year.

Star Awards

The Star Award system is made up of the following awards. 

 A RED STAR (open to P7 pupils only); BLACK STAR: (open to P6 and P7 pupils only) and BLUE STAR; (open to P5, P6 and P7 pupils only). 

Different levels of attainment must be achieved in order to obtain any one of the awards. These include attendance, punctuality, homework, reading, good behaviour, helping and physical challenge. 

The GOLD STAR: (open to all pupils) recognises the exceptional personal or extra curricular achievement of pupils
We wish all our pupils every success in this award programme.

House System
The scores in the house are currently:

KS1
Batman      
18.5     
 KS2     
Derry City
14



Mickey Mouse
 8

AC Milan

7



Scooby Do
 13.5

Barcelona 
13.5




Spiderman
 10

Man Utd

15.5

The correct answers to the September quiz were:

1.
Celtic

2.
Miss Gallagher/Miss Boyle

3.
Tom Sweeney

Congratulations to the following pupils who got the correct answers and therefore gained extra points for their respective house teams; Jennifer Devlin, P4, Katie Devlin, P3, Nathan Boyle, P5, Joshua Boyle, P5, Kayleigh Doherty, P6, Samantha McElhinney, P7 and Shannon McClenaghan, P4. In order to gain additional points this month answer the following questions and submit them to the office.

1. Who am I? I am a three – dimensional shape with eight faces and seven of these faces are equal. 

2. Who am I? I am the blonde judge of the Halloween fancy dress competition.

3. Where am I? I am the teacher in charge of accelerated reading.
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Christmas Nativities

Yes, it is that time of the year again when everyone begins to prepare for the Christmas Nativity play. This year we will be hosting a number of nativity plays for our pupils, their parents and the wider community. We hope to see as many of our parents at these events as possible and please feel free to bring a long a friend to enjoy the performances. The performances will take place on the following dates:

P1 Nativity 


Thursday 17th December  
10am 

Nursery Nativity (Mrs Cosgrove)
Tuesday 15th December  
9.30am 

Nursery Nativity (Mrs Mc Grellis)
Tuesday 15th December  
10.30am 

P2 Nativity 


Wednesday 16th December  
10am  

P3 Nativity 


Friday 18th December 
10am 

P4 – P7 Nativity 


Thursday 17th December 
8.15pm 

The nursery nativities will take place in the classroom of the nursery teacher. The P4 – P7 nativity will take place in Holy Family Church, while all other nativities will take place in the assembly hall.

New Children Beginning School

Parents of children due to begin either nursery or primary school in September 2010 should now be watching out for the release of the application forms which will occur in the near future. The forms will be available from the school in the near future and it is important that these are returned promptly as in the past some pupils have be unable to obtain a nursery place due to late application.

Any parent who wishes specific information in respect to the application process should contact the school. Tel: 71267798 and we would be delighted to assist.

Comenius Visitors

Holy Family is delighted to be hosting a number of schools from throughout Europe during the first week of December. Teachers and some older pupils will be visiting us from Turkey, Finland, Holland, England, Italy, Poland and the Czech Republic. We hope that our visitors have an enjoyable and informative stay in Derry and that our staff and pupils learn a lot from our visitors.

Thanks to Mrs Doherty and Miss Morrison who were instrumental in organising the partnership with the aforementioned countries.

www.holyfamilyps.com

The school has developed a very informative website, holyfamilyps.com, and we would encourage all parents to avail of this site as it not only provides all the current information in respect to the school and school life but it is also linked to important educational sites where parents can get further information about the main educational issues affecting pupils today.

Parents can also use the site to contact the school as there is a dedicated email link to facilitate parents. Parents suggestions on how to further develop the site are most welcome.

Recent Happenings

Schools are very busy places and a lot happens each week. Here is a list of some of the many events which Holy Family pupils were involved in recently:

~ The primary six classes attended the Y.E.S. project in the Shantallow Community Centre where they had the opportunity to experience many different health and safety scenarios which raised their awareness of health and safety.

~ Primary Six pupils also took part in the “Chemistry in your Kitchen” demonstration organised by the University of Ulster science “Step up” programme.

~ The entire school took part in a range of activities as part of the “Anti – Bullying Week” which was held in school during November. Thanks are due to Mrs Donaghy for organising the week and also to all the staff for their engagement with the programme.

~ All our Primary Four pupils took part in the Novena Mass at Holy Family Church on Monday 23rd November as part of their preparation for First Communion.

~ The Fire Service visited our Primary Five classes to highlight the dangers of fire and particularly the dangers associated with fire at this time of the year.

~ Our Primary Seven pupils were delighted to visit the Cinema and view “Up” as part of the Foyle Film Festival.

~ All our P4 – P7 pupils had the chance to take part in the Holy Family X Factor competition. The final of this competition will be held in early December and we wish everyone involved every success.

Upcoming Events

Events which our school will be involved in the coming days and weeks include the following:

· The school football team have progressed to the last 32 of the N. Ireland Primary Schools’ Cup and they will now face Brooklands P.S. from Dundonald.

· The school choir will be performing with the world famous Harlem Gospel choir at the Millennium Forum on Sunday 29th November

· The Primary Seven pupils will be taking part in a special Novena on Monday 1st December at 7.30pm in Holy Family Church as part of their preparation for Confirmation. 

· The Primary One classes will be visiting the Central Library for some special Christmas Storytelling sessions.

· Some of our Primary Seven pupils will be taking part in the Maths Challenge competition and we wish them every success.

· Our school choir will be performing at the Community Carol service in Holy Family Church on Sunday 13th December at 6pm.

House System

The competition in the Holy Family House challenge is beginning to hot up with a number of houses being in a position to win. The scores at the moment are:

House System

KS1
Batman

44
             
 KS2 
Derry City





Mickey Mouse
28.5


AC Milan

18.5



Scooby Doo
34
            

Barcelona 
26



Spiderman
23.5

       
Man Utd

26.5

The correct answers to the October quiz were:

1. Heptagonal based pyramid


2. Mrs Caroline Devlin


3. Room 17


Congratulations to the following pupils who got the correct answers and therefore gained extra points for their respective house teams; Jennifer Devlin, P4, Katie Devlin, P3, Claire Devlin, P2, Serena Wilson, P7, John Moore, P6 and Jessica Moore, P3.  In order to gain additional points this month answer the following questions and submit them to the office. 

1. What is the capital city of Finland?

2. What colour is common to both the Turkish and Finnish national flag?

3. What city is the Harlem Gospel Choir from?

Thought for the Day:

“Life has no limitations, only possibilities.” – Pritesh Jethwani (India)
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Child due to start school in September 2010?

If your child is due to start either nursery or primary school in September 2010 application forms are now available in the school office. The applications must be returned to the school by 12 noon on Wednesday 20th January 2010.

It is important that all application forms are returned by the closing date. If parents wish to know any additional information regarding the application process please contact the school office and a member of staff will be delighted to help. 

Child Protection

In the modern world the issue of child protection has taken on an increasing prominence. Accordingly it is vital that all parents are fully aware of the procedures that are in place in Holy Family to deal with such matters. In the event that any parent has any concerns or queries about child protection then they should contact the child protection teacher, Mrs Donaghy (Room 1) and in the event of her absence, Mr. Matthewson. A copy of the school’s child protection policy has been sent to each family in the school and further copies are available on the school website, www.holyfamilyps.com or in the school office. In addition, a flow chart outlining the appropriate steps to take if you have concerns are displayed throughout the school.

Accelerated Reading  

Mr. Mc Dermott, literacy co-ordinator, has been promoting an innovative and exciting new reading programme in school to encourage all children to be more skilled readers. The programme is known as accelerated reading and it allows pupils to complete a quiz and gain points after completing a reading book. The pupils collect more points by reading more books and successfully completing the associated quiz. The programme is working very well among the vast majority of P4 – P7 classes. During the course of next term we are aiming to involve more and more P2 and P3 pupils. Accordingly, please encourage your child to get involved in the programme. Teachers will be very happy to supply your child with appropriate reading material.

Road Safety

During the winter months and especially during the Christmas/ New Year holidays the issue of Road Safety takes on even greater importance than normal. Accordingly , we would like to draw your attention to a website and linked educational resources that have been developed by the WELB to highlight the importance of road safety and what actions can be taken to ensure that it is implemented by all. We would encourage parents to spend a few moments checking out the website with their children. The website is www.road2safety.org
Spanish at Holy Family

As part of the primary languages programme funded by the Department of Education we have been able to run Spanish language classes for all our Primary 2 and Primary 4 pupils. The children have found these lessons to be very enjoyable and they have acquired some basic Spanish. However, the important aspect of this programme is that it raises pupils’ awareness of other languages and cultures which in turn enables the pupils to be more predisposed to taking up a modern European language at post primary school.

Congratulations and More Congratulations

The talent of our pupils across a broad range of areas never ceases to amaze the staff of the school. This talent means that each month there are sections in our newsletter purely to offer congratulations on work well done. This month is no different.

Well done to Holy Family football team who defeated Steelstown PS 4 -1 in a recent league game and who drew 0- 0 with Pennyburn PS. Good luck to the team who will play Brooklands PS, Belfast in the N. I. primary cup on Thursday 18th December.

Congratulations to Kerri O’ Kane who won the X Factor competition held in the school. This event was extremely popular with pupils and staff and it resulted in a very large number of entries. Special congratulations are also due to Aine Higgins/ Mairead Quigley (2nd) and Michael Millar/ Kate Barr (3rd).

Congratulations to Chole Harrigan  who won the North West Cross Country Championship which was held in Templmore Sports Complex. There will be two further championship events to be held on 15th January and 29th January 2010 and we wish Chloe and all our competitors every success in the events.

Maths Challenge

Our Primary Six and Seven pupils took part in the Primary Maths Challenge Competition during November. This is an event which is held throughout the country and we look forward in anticipation to see if any of our pupils qualify for the national finals. Thanks are due to Miss Walsh who organised the event.

ICT Course for Parents

Following a recent audit of parents we shall be offering a six week programme in Basic ICT in the school. This programme is open to all parents but places are limited to a maximum of 16.  If you wish to avail of this course please leave your name in the office. The course will commence on Thursday 21st January 2010 and run from 7 – 9pm. The course is offered in partnership with the North West Regional College. Thanks to Mrs Mc Daid for organising the course.

Visits and Visitors

During the month of December the following took place:

· the school choir visited and performed at the Craft Village, Derry and the HML Buildings in the Science Park

· the P2 pupils visited Shantallow Library for a Christmas Storytelling event

· Mrs Donaghy’s P1 class visited the Central Library for a Christmas Storytelling session

· Miss Morrison’s P1 class visited the Rotary Club Christmas Party

Also during December:

· Eight Inspectors from the Department of Education visited the school to find out about our accelerated reading programme and to explore how we use data to improve school performance

· Santa visited all the pupils in the primary and nursery school to wish them a wonderful Christmas

· Live Music visited the school to put on a wonderful music performance for our P5 – P7 pupils

House System

Congratulations to the following pupils who gained extra points for their houses by getting the correct answers to last month’s quiz, Joshua Boyle, P5, Nathan Boyle, P5, Jennifer Devlin, P4, Katie Devlin, P3, Claire Devlin, P2 and Shannon McClenaghan P4.

The correct answers were:

1. Helsinki

2. White

3. New York

KS1
Batman

36
             
 KS2 
Derry City
36




Mickey Mouse
21.5


AC Milan

27.5



Scooby Doo
25
            

Barcelona 
34



Spiderman
17.5

       
Man Utd

32.5

In order to gain extra points this month please answer the following questions and return the answers to the school office.

1. Why did Inspectors visit Holy Family in December?

2. What did Chloe Harrigan win during December?

3. How many vertices are on a triangular prism?

Merry Christmas

The school will close for the Christmas holidays at 12.30pm on Monday 21st December 2009 and will reopen at 8.50am on Thursday 7th January 2010.

On behalf of the staff of the school I would like to wish all our pupils and parents a happy, holy and peaceful Christmas and a successful New Year.
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Student Council

Elections for the student council involving all Key Stage Two classes were held during January and the successful candidates from each of the year groups were:

P5 
Kate Barr, Seamus Coyle, Brianna Wilson and Jack Bogan

P6 
David Barr, Ruari O’ Hagan, Kerri O’ Kane and Aine Higgins

P7 
Maeve Mallon, Michael Millar, Bronagh Morton and Thomas O’ Hagan

Congratulations to all the pupils who stood for election. The council will represent the views of the student body to the staff and assist staff in raising standards of educational attainment among the student body. The student council will meet with the student council teacher, Mrs Mc Crory, on a regular basis to progress their work. We wish the student council every success in their work.

Parent Governor Election 

The current Board of Governors are being reconstituted and in line with this reconstitution the Governors are inviting nominations for the role of Parent Governor.  The role of Parent Governor is open to all parents/guardians of pupils currently at the school except those parents who are teachers at the school.

In order to be nominated, a parent must complete a nomination form, available from the school office.  The proposer and seconder of a nominated person must be parents/guardians of pupils at the school.

The closing date for nominations is 3.00pm on Friday 5th February 2010.  In the event of more than one parent being nominated elections will be held, the details of which will be circulated at that stage.  In the event of only one nomination, that person will be duly elected. In the event of no nominations being received, the vacancy will be filled by appointment by the Board of Governors.

Building Work

In line with the ongoing development of the school, disabled access to the school music room and information resource centre is in the process of being improved. It is planned for ramped access to be provided to both these areas during the mid term break in February.

In addition, the school has made requests to the Department of Education for a refurbishment of the toilets within the school. It is hoped that a positive response will be secured and that the associated work will be completed during the summer holidays of 2010.

Educational Standards

The staff at Holy Family are deeply committed to raising educational standards among all our pupils and they wish to ensure that every pupil who moves on to post primary school does so at a level that enables them to avail of all the opportunities that are available to them at that level. Parents can support the staff and their children in this effort by:

· ensuring that your child(ren) completes all set homework nightly

· ensure that your child is reading an accelerated reading book every day

· ensure your child practices reading/spelling and tables every school night (Mon – Thurs)

· ensure that you child takes an accelerated reading quiz at least once a fortnight

The staff of the school will be delighted to assist you with any concerns or queries regarding any of the matters outlined above. Thank you for your help with this matter.

Catholic Schools’ Week

The first week in February marks Catholic Schools’ week and to celebrate this important week we will be holding a number of special events in the school. Catholic education is centred on recognising and developing the God given skills and talents of the whole child and at Holy Family this mission is evident in the breadth of experience offered to our pupils and their families. All parents and grandparents within the community are welcome to join us in our special celebrations during the first week in February including:

· our daily prayer service in the school assembly hall for all P5 – P7 classes at 11.15am 

· our special parish Mass in the school assembly hall at 10am on Friday 5th February

· a special Mass in St. Eugene’s cathedral at 12 noon on Thursday 4th February

“May you experience each day as a sacred gift woven around the heart of wonder.” John O’ Donohue

Paired Reading and Accelerated Reading Meetings

Meeting were held during January for parents of pupils in P3 and P4 on the benefits and procedures associated with both paired and accelerated reading. These programmes are very effective in raising the reading enjoyment and standard of all the pupils who take part in them. We would encourage all parents of P3 and P4 pupils to ensure that their children take part in these programmes. Further information regarding Paired Reading is available from Mrs Mc Ginty (Room 6) and regarding Accelerated Reading from Mr Mc Dermott (Room 17).

Congratulations to the following pupils who have now read over 1,000,000 words each since September through the Accelerated Reading programme alone:

- Brendan Finney, Adam Stephenson, Niall Herron and James Harland.

First Communion and Confirmation

Preparation for the sacraments of First Communion (P4) and Confirmation (P7) will be intensive during the next few months and in order for parents to plan their commitments an outline of the various dates and times of upcoming meeting/services are outlined below:

22nd February 
P4 & P7 meeting in Holy Family Church at 8pm

22nd March 
P4 meeting in Holy Family Church at 7.30pm

24th March 
P7 Service of Light in Holy Family Church at 7.30pm

17th April 
Confirmation in Holy Family Church at 3pm

28th April 
First Confessions in Holy Family Church at 6.30pm

14th May

Marian Procession to Holy Family Church at 2pm

5th June 
First Holy Communion in Holy Family Church at 11.30am

24th June 
P7 Leavers’ Mass in Holy Family Church at 2pm

House System

The house teams have been competing very closely during the past few months. The scores at the moment in the house system are as follows:

KS1
Batman               52.5

KS2      
AC Milan
35


Mickey Mouse
37


Barcelona
40




Scooby Do 
40


Derry City
43.5




Spiderman
30.5


Man Utd
41.5

The correct answers to last months quiz were:

1. The use of data to improve performance/accelerated reading

2. North West Cross Country Challenge

3. 6

The following pupils got all the answers correct and gained extra points for their house: Odhran Stewart and Michelle Cairns. The questions for this month are as follows:

1. What is a lathe?

2. What is the currency of China?

3. What language did the Romans speak?

Reminder to all parents

In order to successfully fulfil the school day all P3 – P7 pupils must come to school fully equipped with the correct stationery, for example pencil, ruler, rubber.  Your co-operation with this matter is greatly appreciated.
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What’s been happening?

A busy time has been had by all at Holy Family during the month of February. Below are listed just some of the events that have been taking place recently:

· Accelerated Reading meetings took place for the parents of Primary Two and Primary Three pupils. Thanks go to Mr Mc Dermott for organising the events.

· Catholic Schools’ week went very well in the school culminating in a parish Mass in the school on Friday 5th February. Thanks go to Fr. John Doherty for facilitating the Mass.

· The Derry Junior Boxing Championship was held in the school on Monday 8th February.

· Road Safety presentations were held in school for various year groups.

· P6 pupils took part in a Junior Achievement morning organised by Young Enterprise.  Pupils had an opportunity to experience the ‘World of Work’ in an exciting and imaginative environment.

· Chloe Harrigan, P6, has qualified for the Northern Ireland Cross Country finals in Mallusk.  Good luck Chloe.  Well done to all of our cross country runners who performed well in the three local qualifying rounds.

Book Fair

The annual book fair was held and all pupils had the opportunity to visit the fair and purchase a copy of their favourite author’s most recent book. The winners of the book fair competition are: 

N
Shania Coyle 

P4/5
Brandon Gill

P1
Matthew Parke

P6
Joanna McSwiggan

P2
Jessie Stewart

P7
Rhianna McLaughlin

P3 
Niamh Ryan

£300 was raised at the book fair and thanks go to Mrs Mc Ginty for organising the event.  

Post Primary Education Review

A very important educational consultation will be taking place in the very near future and it is vitally important that all parents take part in this consultation. The consultation will be concerned with the nature and types of post primary schools that will be available to our pupils. The consultation will outline various options of post primary schools and it is important that parents make their voices heard in respect to the type of school choice that they would like. The school will ensure that the parents of pupils at Holy Family will have the opportunity to express their views. 

Student Council

Our newly formed student council under the guidance of Mrs Mc Crory will be representing the views of the school community on the development of children’s play facilities in Derry at an upcoming meeting in the Belmont Playtrail.

We are sure that our student councillors will represent us well. Good luck to all involved.

Board of Governors’ Reconstitution 

Following the election of parent and teacher governors the Board of Governors were reconstituted recently. The governors are responsible for the overall management and direction of the school. This reconstitution resulted in the following format of the governors:

Jim Mc Colgan

Trustee Rep
Chairperson

Carmel Doherty

Trustee Rep
Vice Chairperson 

Garry Matthewson
Principal/Secretary 

Dr John Mallett

Trustee Rep

Roisin O’ Hagan

Trustee Rep

Philomena Mahon

DE Rep

Sr. Ann Doherty

ELB Rep

Gay Durkan

ELB Rep

Gregory Parke

Parent Rep

Patricia Mc Crory
Teacher Rep

The current Board of Governors will serve for a term of four years. Any correspondence to the Governors should be sent to Mr. Matthewson, Secretary to the Governors, c/o Holy Family PS, Aileach Road, Derry.

Travelwise Programme

The travelwise programme is about to be rolled out at our school during the next eight weeks. This programme is concerned with raising pupil and family awareness of how they travel to school and how this could be changed to ensure a more healthy approach for the children and the wider community.

The objective of the programme is to ensure that pupils/families reconsider if their journey to school can be changed from vehicular transport to journeys by foot or bicycle. In order to assist this change, traffic safety lights will be installed on the Aileach Road and a bicycle shed will soon be installed in the school grounds. Further information will be available in the near future.

Preparation for the Sacraments

March sees the continuation of the preparation for the sacraments by our P4 and P7 pupils. Monday 22nd March sees a service in Holy Family Church for all the pupils making their First Communion. This service takes place at 7.30pm and Holy Family school choir shall be performing at this service. 

The Primary Seven pupils will take part in a Service of Light event in Holy Family Church on Wednesday 24th March at 7.30pm.

Parent Teacher Meetings

All parents are encouraged to attend the upcoming parent teacher meetings which are scheduled as follows:

P4, P7, Mr. Herron’s, Miss Mc Carron’s and Mrs Parke’s classes:
Monday 8th March

3.15 – 5.30

Wednesday 10th March

3.15 – 5.30

Monday 15th March

7.00 – 9.30

All other classes:

Monday 15th March

7.00 – 9.30

Monday 22nd March

3.15 – 5.30

Wednesday 24th March 

3.15 – 5.30

House System

The new house team competition will commence this week.  Good luck to all pupils and well done to Batman and Derry City who won last semester’s competition and who enjoyed a recent trip to the Strand Omniplex.
Congratulations to Serena Wilson who secured additional points for her house by answering all last month’s questions correctly. The correct answers were:

1. A machine for working wood or metal, in which the piece being worked is held and rotated while a cutting tool is applied to it.

2. Yuan.

3. Latin

Extra points for your house can be achieved this month by answering the following questions correctly:

1. Who are the ELB representatives on the Board of Governors?

2. Who is in charge of the Student Council?

3. What country hosted the Winter Olympics this year?

School Improvements

The school has been successful in securing additional funds from the Department of Education to carry out much needed improvements to the school and its environs. During the mid term break disabled access ramps were installed at the music room and the library.  Funds have also been secured to carry out a refurbishment of the internal toilets within the main school. It is anticipated that this work will take place during the summer holidays. 
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World Book Day
Well done to all our pupils who took part in World Book Day during the month of March and thanks to Mr Mc Dermott for organising activities within school. The pupils of Holy Family read 325 books on the day and this smashed our previous reading record of 220 books read in the one day. 

Mr Mc Dermott has assured everyone that an even more challenging target will be set for next year.

Readathon

Many thanks to all our pupils, their parents and their extended families for supporting our recently held Readathon. This event was organised by Mr Mc Dermott and involved our pupils engaging in a sponsored one hour read during the school day. All funds raised will be utilised to support the development of reading within the school and in particular to support the ongoing work of Accelerated Reading.

Thanks once again to everyone who supported this event and we raised the fantastic total of £1461.81
Choral Success Yet Again

Congratulations must be extended to the school choir on their very successful participation in the Ballymena Choral Festival. This was the first time that we have entered this event and the choir under the excellent guidance of Mrs Doherty were successful in every event entered. They were awarded:

1st place in the Set music competition

1st place in the Sacred music competition

1st place in the best primary choral performance competition

Thanks to all our parents for their support and to Miss Morrsion and Mr Burnside for their assistance.

We wish the choir every success at the upcoming Derry Feis during the Easter holidays.

Sacramental Preparations

March was a busy month for our P4 and P7 pupils as they continued their preparation for First Communion and Confirmation respectively. Our Primary 4 pupils and their parents attended a special preparation Mass in Holy Family Church on Monday 24th March while our P7 pupils and their parents visited the same venue for a Service of Light ceremony on Wednesday 26th March.

Thanks to the priests of the parish, the class teachers and Miss Mc Carron (RE co-ordinator) for their work in arranging and delivering these services.

The actual Confirmation Ceremony will be held in Holy Family Church at 3pm on Saturday 17th April while the First Communion Service will be held in the same venue at 12.30pm on Saturday 5th June.

Child Protection Arrangements

In the current age, the theme of child protection is a core priority for the school and accordingly, we regularly inform parents/guardians about the arrangements that are in place within the school to achieve this objective of protecting our pupils. As part of these arrangements all parents/guardians should have received an updated copy of the child protection policy from the class teacher at the recent parent/teacher meetings. If there is anything within the policy you require clarification on please contact the school immediately.

While all staff within the school have responsibility for child protection, the following staff have specific responsibilities and roles:

Mrs Donaghy (Room 1) Designated Child Protection teacher

Mr Matthewson (Principal) Deputy Child Protection teacher

Mrs Mc Grellis (Nursery ) Deputy Child Protection teacher

In addition to this we have two governors with a specific child protection remit and they are Mrs O’ Hagan and Mrs Mahon.

Visitors to Holy Family

· The Primary Two, Three and Four pupils were delighted to receive a visit from Mr. Mullan, Ornithologist, to the school last week as he brought a number of birds of prey with him. These birds include an owl and a falcon. The children were intrigued by the presentation and were not short of questions for our visitor. The visit was such a success that it is hoped that Mr. Mullan will be able to return to share his knowledge with our older pupils.

· Various year groups in the school were pleased to receive Road Safety presentations from the Road Safety officer. These visits are important in highlighting the dangers associated with road traffic and always prove to be a helpful addition to the school’s ongoing message in respect to road safety.

Extended School Provision

The staff at Holy Family are continually looking at ways to improve the provision at the school for our pupils. At the present moment in time the following after school provision is in place:

Mon – Fri @ 8.30am Breakfast Club

Mon – Fri @ 8.45am Accelerated Reading

Tues – Wed @ 3pm Choir

Mon – Thurs @ 3pm Homework Club

Tues @ 3pm Art Club

Tues @ 3pm Spanish Club

Mon – Wed @ 2.30pm P3 Fun Club

Thurs – Fri @ 2.30pm P2 Fun club

Thurs @ 3pm Football Club

Fri @ 3pm Indoor Football Club

Thurs – Fri @ 3pm Reading Club

Mon @ 3pm Netball Club

Thurs @ 3pm Boxing Club (Non – Contact)

It is planned for a Gaelic football club to commence after Easter also. 

In order to facilitate working parents, the school is open each day at 8.15am and parents are free to drop their children off at school at that time.

Parent Teacher Meetings

Thank you to all the parents who attended the recent parent/teacher evenings in the school. If you were unable to attend the scheduled meeting with your child’s teacher and you still wish to meet the teacher please contact the school and we will make every effort to facilitate your request.

House System

KS1
Batman              
4

KS2      
AC Milan

3


Mickey Mouse
1


Barcelona
1




Scooby Do 
3


Derry City
4




Spiderman
2


Man Utd

2

Congratulations to the following pupils who secured additional points for their houses by answering all last month’s questions correctly: Shannon McClenaghan, P4, Danielle Bristow, P3, Ruairi O’Hagan, P6. The correct answers were:

1. Mrs Durkan and Sr Doherty

2. Mrs Mc Crory

3. Canada

Extra points for your house can be achieved this month by answering the following questions correctly:

1. Who are the Deputy Child Protection Teachers at Holy Family?

2. What is an Ornithologist?

3. Who did past pupil, Darron Gibson, score against for Manchester United on Sunday 28th March?

Post Primary Review Consultation

As stated in last month’s newsletter parents are requested to take part in a very important consultation on the choice of Catholic Post Primary schools for the future. As the outcomes of this consultation will impact on every parent who wishes to send his/her child to a Catholic Post Primary School in the future it is vital that every parent takes part in this consultation. 

To support parents in this process a parents’ information evening will be held in the school after Easter. A letter will be circulated to all parents with the date and time of the meeting once all consultation booklets are received by the school.
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Congratulations

April has been a very successful month for Holy Family with outstanding success being achieved by both the school choir and the school football team. The success commenced with the school choir travelling to the International Choral Festival in Bangor and winning both competitions entered with scores of over 90 in each. This was an excellent achievement given the quality of choirs entered.

This success was followed by the terrific performance of the football team in the Northern Ireland 7 A- side tournament held in the Templemore Sports Complex where the boys achieved 4 victories out of 5 on the day to secure a place in the Northern Ireland Finals later this month.

Well done to all involved and thanks to the staff of the school for preparing the pupils for these events.

Congratulations to all our P4 pupils and their parents on making their First Confession at a beautiful ceremony in Holy Family Church on Wednesday 28th April. Thanks to all the P4 teachers for all their work in preparing the children and thanks also to Miss Mc Carron (RE Co-ordinator) for ensuring everything went smoothly on the night.
Punctuality

As the school year progresses it is common for pupils to let their punctuality slip and this can have a big impact on their progress. Accordingly, we would encourage all parents to ensure that their children are in school for 8.50am each day. Punctuality is an essential school habit but also an excellent life habit so please help us develop this by ensuring your children attend school at the set time. Thank you. 

The future of Catholic Post Primary Education in Derry City

At the present moment a very important consultation is taking place in relation to the proposed future of Catholic education in Derry City. This consultation will impact on the range, type and choice of post primary schools available to our pupils over the next 30years.

In order to outline these proposals to parents and to enable parents to express their views, meetings will be held in the school assembly hall on Wednesday 12th May at 2pm and 7.30pm. Parents are encouraged to attend whichever meeting suits best. The meeting will last no more than 45 minutes.

This is one of the most important meetings in school over the past 10 years so it is vital that all parents attend. The choices available to your children in the future will be influenced by your attendance. If you have any queries about these meetings please contact the school office. Tel: 71267798

Upcoming events

· 14th June The annual Sports' Day for Holy Family Primary and Nursery School will take place in the Templemore Sports Complex on Monday 14th June from 9.30am until 2.30pm.The younger pupils will have their Sports' Day on the same date but it will be held in the school grounds. All parents/guardians are welcome to attend.

· 6th May. The school choir will be competing in the Navan Music Festival on Thursday 6th May. The choir will be trying to regain the first place position that they achieved last year in the Primary Schools' section. We wish the choir and Mrs Doherty every success.
· 6th May. The school will be closed as the school is being used as a polling station for the General Election on that day.

· 14thMay. The annual Marian Procession (P3 - P7) from the school to Holy Family Church will take place at 2pm. This procession will also involve pupils from St. Eithne’s PS and all parents/guardians are most welcome to attend this special event.

· 5th May. Our P7 pupils will have the opportunity to witness a musical extravaganza at the Millennium Forum as part of the annual Western Education and Library Board’s Mayfest. This promises to be a great event and we are sure our pupils will enjoy the event.

· 5th June. The primary four pupils will make their First Holy Communion on Saturday 5th June at 12.30pm.
Oliver Twist

Our P7 pupils have just commenced rehearsals for this year’s summer show of Oliver Twist. The show is a very popular event for the entire school community and it is very important that tickets are purchased early to avoid disappointment. The actual dates for the show have to be finalised but this will be done in the first week in May and tickets will go on sale on Tuesday 11th May from the school office.

We look forward to seeing you there.

External Evaluations

As a self evaluating school we always strive to improve the provision that we offer our pupils and as part of this ongoing evaluation we often invite external organisations in to our school to give us an assessment of how we are performing in specific areas. As part of this process we are current recipients of: 

· Health Promoting School – Gold Award

· Investor in People 

· Munchbox Challenge Winners

In order to further quality assure the work that we do, during the month of May we will have assessors visiting the school to identify our progress towards securing:

· ICT Kitemark Award

· Dyslexic Friendly School status

We wish all the staff and especially the co-ordinators involved every success in these assessments.

High Motivation leads to high outcomes

In order to achieve one’s best it is important to take up new challenges and test oneself against previous best personal performance. In order to help our pupils achieve their very best, we introduced the “Star Awards” a number of years ago. These awards have proved very popular with pupils and the attainment of these are something that past pupils look back on with considerable pride, one past pupil wrote on the school website that:

 “One of the things that I am most proud of is the fact that I was the first star pupil at Holy Family. Since I've been back, I have seen my name up there on the board for 2003, the first year it was introduced. Mr Matthewson always promised that he would get a huge silver board with my name on it when I left. So I love going back in and seeing it there. I feel like I haven't been forgotten!”

Our current pupils have the chance to attain their personal best by entering the Star Award challenge and trying to secure the targets set for:

Attendance
Punctuality
Homework
Reading

Good Behaviour
Helping

Physical Challenge

Details regarding the Star Awards will be circulated to all P5 – P7 pupils during the first week of May by Mr. Herron.

Walk Once a Week

In order to increase the likelihood of our pupils securing a regular habit of exercise we are taking part in the Walk Once a Week programme developed by Travelwise. This programme encourages parents and children to walk once a week to school rather than travel by car or bus. We would encourage all families of P4 – P7 pupils to take part in this challenge during the months of May and June. If you must travel by car your children can still complete the challenge by getting left off near to school and walking the last 100 metres – 500 metres to school. Details regarding the challenge will be circulated by letter during the first week of May. Good luck to all our walkers.
Parental Audit

As a self evaluating school we regularly consult with various groups about the services that we provide. Currently, we are asking a sample of parents to complete an audit to find out parents’ views on the level of interest for a school bus service to operate in the Buncrana Road/ Coshquin/Woodbrook areas. The information gained will inform what action we will take and if it would be possible to offer a similar service to other areas for our existing pupils.

The House System

The correct answers to last month’s house system quiz were;

1. Mr Matthewson and Mrs McGrellis

2. Ornithologist is a person who studies birds

3. Bolton

The questions for this month are:

1. How many areas are assessed in the Star Award Challenge?

2. What external evaluations of Holy Family will take place in May?

3. On what date will the Post Primary consultation meetings be held in Holy Family?

The performances for this term have resulted in the scores identified below:

House System

KS1
Batman              
17.5

KS2      
AC Milan

16


Mickey Mouse
13.5


Barcelona
16.5




Scooby Do 
19.5


Derry City
22




Spiderman
19.5


Man Utd

15.5
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ICT Mark

During the month of May, we received a number of visitors from the Education and Library Boards who are responsible for assessing the suitability of a school to receive the ICT mark. This quality mark is a highly prestigious award and it is only awarded to schools who provide a highly level of ICT in all aspects of their work. The assessors spent a long time in the school reviewing policies, procedures, training systems, visiting classes and basically ensuring that we were up to the mark.

Following this assessment we were informed that the assessors would be recommending that we are awarded the ICT Mark. We now look forward to receiving final confirmation from the awarding body. Well done to all the staff and especially Mr Mc Laughlin, our ICT Co-ordinator.

Concerned
During a child’s time at school it is quite natural for parents to be worried or concerned about a particular issue. However, in order that the concern can be resolved quickly, it is vital that the parent approaches the school about the worry. If the worry is about:

1. A learning issue the parent should contact the class teacher or Mrs Boggs, the SENCO.

2. A child protection issue the parent should contact Mrs Donaghy, Child Protection teacher (Room 1)
3. A behavioural issue the parent should contact the class teacher or Mr Herron ( VP- Room 13)
In all cases the school will be very happy to address the concern and resolve the matter. If a parent so wishes, Mr Matthewson, Principal, will be available to discuss the matter.

The future of Catholic Post Primary Education in Derry City

Thank you to all parents/guardians who returned their responses to the Post Primary proposal. We received a large response from parents and all the responses have been forward to the Post Primary Review Team. It is now the responsibility of NI Commission for Catholic Education to ensure that all the responses are analysed and a report produced to inform the next stage of the Commission’s work. It is anticipated that the report outlining the views of all respondents will be made available to the public.

Thank you once again.

Upcoming events 

· 14th June. The annual Sports' Day for Holy Family Primary and Nursery School will take place in the Templemore Sports Complex on Monday 14th June from 9.30am until 2.30pm for the P5 – P7 classes. The P1 – P4 pupils will have their Sports' Day on the same date but it will be held in the school grounds. All parents/guardians are welcome to attend.

· 1st June. Dyslexic Friendly/Inclusion Assessment. This assessment will be carried out by an assessor from the BDA (British Dyslexic Association) and she will evaluate all the policies, procedures and practices that we have in place to ensure that we are catering effectively for dyslexic pupils in particular but all children in general. Thanks to Mrs Boggs, SENCO, for all her work in preparing for this assessment.

· 11th June. The school will be closed for an exceptional closure day for pupils. On this day staff will be at school reviewing the success of the various action plans put in place this year to ensure that all pupils received the best possible educational experience.

· 10th June. Our P7 pupils will take part in the “Fan the Flame “diocesan Mass for all Primary 7 pupils throughout the diocese. This event will be held in the Celtic Park stadium.

· 5th June. The primary four pupils will make their First Holy Communion on Saturday 5th June at 12.30pm.

· 4th June. Our school soccer team will be competing in the N. I. 7- aside finals in Cookstown, We wish Mr Doherty and all the team every success at the event.

· 24th June. Our P7 leavers’ mass will take place in the school assembly hall at 2pm. In addition those pupils who have made their confirmation and wish to take their “Pledge” will have the opportunity to do so at this Mass. All parents are welcome to attend this very special event.

· 23rd – 25th June. The summer show of “Oliver” will be presented in the school assembly hall at 8pm each evening. Those parents attending on 23rd June will be treated to a special surprise performance at 7.50pm on that evening. Good luck to all our performers.
Oliver Twist

Our P7 pupils are increasing their rehearsals for this year’s summer show of Oliver Twist. The show is a very popular event for the entire school community and it is very important that tickets are purchased early to avoid disappointment. The actual dates for the show are Wednesday 23rd June until Friday 25th June inclusive. On the evening of Wednesday 23rd June their will be a short additional performance which will showcase some of the other musical experiences that the pupils at Holy Family receive.

Tickets are now on sale at the school office. Adults £4 and children £2.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Holy Family Star Awards

Our ever popular Star Award system reaches its climax in the month of June when all our P5 - P7 pupils who are going for the awards must get their applications into Mr Herron. All our current pupils have the chance to attain their personal best by entering the Star Award challenge and trying to secure the targets set for:

Attendance
Punctuality
Homework
Reading

Good Behaviour
Helping

Physical Challenge

Outcomes associated with the Star Awards will be communicated to all parents in next month’s newsletter.

Walk Once a Week

As part of our Walk Once a Week programme, we have experienced a large number of pupils being creative and cycling to school instead. Cycling obviously has a lot of health benefits and certainly helps the environment as well. 

While we are delighted that our pupils are taking up this healthy option we would like to highlight how important it is for all cyclists to wear a helmet when cycling. Helmets can be purchased at a nominal cost in all cycling stores and most sports shops and we would encourage all parents to ensure that their children only cycle if they are wearing the helmet. Thank you.
Parental Audit

We would like to thank all those parents who responded to our Nursery / P1 Quality audit and our Bus Service audit. The information provided is currently being studied and once this has been completed, parents will be informed of the outcomes. Thank you once again for completing these audits.

The House System

The correct answers to last month’s house system quiz were;

1. Seven

2. ICT Mark and the Dyslexic Friendly/Inclusion Assessment

3. 12th May

Congratulations to the following pupils who got all answers correct: Serena Wilson, P7 and Odhran Stewart P7.

The questions for this month are:

1. Where did some of our teachers visit during May as part of the Comenius programme? (check the school website)

2. Where will the “Fan the Flame” Mass be held in June?

3. What should all cyclists wear when cycling?

The performances for this term have resulted in the scores identified below:

KS1
Batman              
24

KS2      
AC Milan

23


Mickey Mouse
17


Barcelona
25




Scooby Do 
38.5


Derry City
35.5




Spiderman
30.5


Man Utd

26.5
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Congratulations

June has been a very successful month for many of our pupils and listed below are some of the successes secured by our pupils:

· Our school football team reached the finals of the N. Ireland 7 aside competition in Cookstown. The team were unbeaten in normal competition and exited at the group stages after a penalty shoot out.

· Our school team also reached the semi final of the Derry and District Primary Schools’ cup only to be defeated 1 -0 by St. Mary’s PS, Strabane

· Our P6 football team won the St. Brigid’s Challenge Cup

· Barcelona won the P6/P7 indoor football league. 

Concerned
During a child’s time at school it is quite natural for parents to be worried or concerned about a particular issue. However, in order that the concern can be resolved quickly, it is vital that the parent approaches the school about the worry. If the worry is about:

1. A learning issue the parent should contact the class teacher or Mrs Boggs, the SENCO.

2. A child protection issue the parent should contact Mrs Donaghy, Child Protection teacher (Room 1)

3. A behavioural issue the parent should contact the class teacher or Mr Herron ( VP- Room 13)

In all cases the school will be very happy to address the concern and resolve the matter. If a parent so wishes, Mr Matthewson, Principal, will be available to discuss the matter.

Thank You

Thank you to:

1. All parents who attended the Pedal Pushers event in aid of the India Charity effort organised by Mrs Donaghey

2. All pupils who took part in the Sports Day and Mrs Higgins for organising the event

3. All parents/family and friends who attended our highly popular summer production of “Oliver”

4. All parents/staff and pupils who welcomed MLA’s from the N.I. Assembly Education Committee to our Nurture Unit

5. All staff, parents, pupils and governors who hosted the representative from the British Dyslexia Association when she visited the school recently

6. Fr O’ Kane for officiating at our Leavers’ Mass.

Holy Family Star Awards

Congratulations to all our P7 pupils who have completed the multi faceted Star Challenge which involved, excellent attendance, excellent punctuality, excellent behaviour, numerous good deeds, good academic effort as well as completing the Scalp Mountain Challenge. The P7 pupils who successfully completed the Red Star Challenge were:

Mark Kivelehan, Thomas O’Hagan, Rachel Gallagher, Bronagh Morton, Caitlin Canavan, Odhran Stewart, Eoin Matthewson, Shona Harkin, Adam Stephenson and Serena Wilson

Summer Advice

During the summer months with the long days, the good weather and the holidays many parents are concerned about how to keep their children safe and each year we try to give out good advice to our pupils for the very same reason. So here are a few reminders to repeat often during the summer:

1. Do  not play near main roads – roads are for cars

2. Do not go anywhere without telling your parents where you are going and how long you will be
3. Never go near water unless a parent/adult is with you
4. Always check the depth of a swimming pool before jumping in
5. Do not talk to strangers – always tell your parents if a stranger approaches you
Canteen Fun

Thank you to Geraldine, the cook, and her staff in the canteen for ensuring that June was a fun month with a World Cup Day and a Cowboy Barbecue Day. The children responded well to the efforts of the canteen staff and took part in both events with great gusto. We are looking forward to what Geraldine has in store for September.  The winners of the fancy dress on the day were:

P1
Charlotte McGonagle and Sean McLaughlin Henry

P2
Lauren Stephenson, Dylan Gorham and Casey Leigh Fisher

P3
Shea Devine and Niamh Ryan

P4
Aimee Morton, Blaine Hutton and Ben Wilson

P5
Dylan McMonagle and Courtney Furey 

P6
Demi-Lee Houston and Molly Gallagher

Life Channel comes to Holy Family

With the purchase of the Life Channel, learning truly does start the minute you step into the school. The addition of the Life Channel station to the foyer area means that pupils and parents can continue learning while they are waiting. When staff are trained on this new piece of technology, it is hoped that we will be able to create programmes involving pupils and staff from Holy Family and publicise them on the foyer monitor. More information will be available in September.

The House System

The correct answers to last month’s house system quiz were;

1. Czech Republic

2. Celtic Park, Lone Moor Road, Derry

3. A Helmet

The questions for this month are:

1. How many P7 pupils gained the Red Star this year?

2. Who visited our nurture unit this month?

3. Who knocked England out of the World Cup and what was the score?

The performances for this term have resulted in the scores identified below:

House Winners

KS1
Batman              
32

KS2      
AC Milan

25


Mickey Mouse
23


Barcelona
31




Scooby Do 
42.5


Derry City
43.5




Spiderman
32.5


Man Utd

30.5

Congratulation to Scooby Do  and Derry City  on winning the House System this term. The house winners have been rewarded with a trip to the cinema. Thanks to Mr Herron for organising the house system.

Goodbye and Good Luck

At the end of each year it is often a time to say goodbye and this year is no different in that respect. We say goodbye to:

· Mrs McGinty who is retiring from teaching after serving the pupils of Holy Family for 23 years

· Nicola Cassidy, Classroom Assistant

· Mariam Havlin Classroom Assistant, who is taking a career break  

We thank them all for their contribution to Holy Family PS and the wider Holy Family Community.

We wish all our P7 pupils the very best of luck as they leave Holy Family and begin with their chosen post primary schools in September.

We wish all our pupils, parents, staff and friends a very safe and enjoyable summer holiday break.  The school will reopen on Wednesday 1st September 2010 at 8.50am.

Essential Skills ICT Course

The school will be running an Essential Skills ICT (Computer Basics) Course commencing in the Autumn term.  This course requires basic computer skills and may not suit beginners.  Learners can gain IT skills during the year and gain a nationally recognised qualification.  The course is free of charge and further details will be available in September.
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